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Santa Ana River Watershed (SARW)Santa Ana River Watershed (SARW)

Los AngelesLos Angeles

SARW - Urbanizing Tier of LA RegionSARW - Urbanizing Tier of LA Region

Largest coastal river/stream system in Southern California
2650 square miles in parts of four counties

Five SAWPA Members and over 100 water agencies

The Santa Ana Riverside WatershedThe Santa Ana Riverside Watershed

Santa Ana Integrated Watershed ProgramSanta Ana Integrated Watershed Program Projected Water Import Demands Projected Water Import Demands 
of SAWPA Agenciesof SAWPA Agencies
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With the Plan in drought yearsWith the Plan in drought years
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Early Water
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Project AreasProject Areas

200 Projects200 Projects
$2.7 Billion by 2020 $2.7 Billion by 2020 

Groundwater Clean Up 

Water Storage and Banking

Flood Protection

Environment – Wetlands and Habitat 
Water Recycling

Recreation and Conservation

Benefits of SAWPA ProgramBenefits of SAWPA Program

Improved water supply
Drought proof watershed; supportive 
to others in drought
Reduces state-wide electrical energy demand
Involves local stakeholders in needs and 
solutions
Enhances regional planning and financing 
with effectiveness of local implementation
Creates long term environmental and habitat 
improvement

DesaltersDesalters
Santa Ana WatershedSanta Ana Watershed

2020
Chino Desalters 40 mgd

Arlington Desalter 10 mgd

Eastern MWD 20 mgd

Orange County 15 mgd

85 mgd
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Chino I/II DesaltersChino I/II Desalters

Treating Up to 20 
MGD

Exporting Salt from 
Basin

Treating High 
TDS/Nitrate Water
Improving Water Quality in Lower 
End of Basin
$68 Million Investment

Charting a Course for the Future

Arlington Desalter EnhancementsArlington Desalter Enhancements
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Arlington Desalter Enhancements 
Treatment Plant

April 21, 2003

Clearwell

Arlington Desalter Enhancements 
Treatment Plant

April 21, 2003

Clearwell

Arlington Desalter Enhancements

Pipeline 1

March 31, 2003

Setting PWP and 30” BFV

Arlington Desalter Enhancements

Pipeline 1

March 31, 2003

Setting PWP and 30” BFV

EMWD Menifee and Perris EMWD Menifee and Perris DesaltersDesalters

Menifee Desalter – 3 mgd - in 
operation

Perris II Desalter (Planned)
Includes a 4 MGD RO Unit

4 Extraction Wells

Brine Line Disposal
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IRVINE DESALTER PROJECT (IDP)

FIGURESITE OVERVIEW
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